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Defence 
Ministry | 
ORDERS 
help for 


spastics 


PSHE Ministry of Defence 
is to develop and build 
aids for spastics. In an 
unprecedented offer of 
help the Ministry is to 
allow The Spastics Society 
to use its establishments 
throughout the U.K. for 
the development and pro- 
duction of aids for the 
handicapped. 


A general order has 
gone out from Whitehall 
to all trainirg establish- 
ments to offer help to Soc- 
iety and local group cen- 


tres, and already some 
concrete schemes are 
underway. 


Ministry graduate  en- 
gimeers and_ technicians 
will construct a machine 
that will enable heavily 
handicapped people to 
produce precision equip- 
ment for industrial use. 


Apprentices will make 
specially adapted jigs and 
vices, and a Ministry de- 
velopment unit is to help 
design’ a map. making 


machine that can be used 
by the disabled. 


What a whopper! Some people may have fairies 
at the bottom of their garden but Wakes Hall in 
Essex the residential centre run by the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics, has monsters. Fred 
Sparkes, the gardener there, found this giant puff 
ball while cutting the grass. It is a whopping 50 
inches round and, believe it or not, edible. Fred, 
however, won't be making a meal of it. 

The Spastics at Wakes Hall also have a generous 
good fairy helping them in the form of a mystery 
benefactor who has given the centre £300 in cash 
this year. He walked into the centre in April and 

handed over £200 in £5 notes. In August he return- 
ed with £100 in £5 notes and again asked to re- 


main anonymous. 
Picture by courtesy of Essex County Newspapers. 


Help from 


‘‘heavies”’ 


How does a disabled for- 
eign tourist get to see St. 
Paul’s Cathedral with that 
forbidding flight of steps to 
the entrance? The answer 
here is provided by mem- 
bers of the Cathedral’s 
“heavy gang,” who cheer- 
fully carried Mona and her 
chair up the steps. From 
left to right, they are Ron 
Smith, Johnny Mustion 
and Sidney Smith. 


Tourist’s cool welcome 
leads to law 


reform plea 


(“ANADIAN spastic Mona Winberg saved hard for her visit to London, but 

when she arrived it seemed that she would be denied the pleasure of seeing 
the sights. For Mona, who ishandicapped and cannot walk any distance, 
needed to be taken everywhere by car, but her friends in London were re- 
fused a special orange disc which gives parking concessions to the disabled. 
Without the essential disc it seemed that Mona would be denied seeing the 
popular tourist sights, where parking is at a premium. 


Now, as a result of the discovery that there is no 
provision in the legislation for disabled foreign visi- 
tors, the British Tourist Authority and The Spastics 
Society are demanding a change in the law which 
gives parking concessions to the disabled. 


Miss Winberg is Presi- 
dent of the Ontario Feder- 
ation for the Cerebral 
Palsied, and she. arrived 
in London at the end of 
August to stay with Mr. 
and Mrs. Nicky Marcetic 
of Highgate. | When she 
arrived, Mr. Marcetic ap- 


‘plied to Haringey Coun- 


cil for a disabled person’s 
parking disc. He was told 
that only permanent resi- 


dents were entitled to 
them. 
Mr. Marcetic contacted 


the Society, which, in 
turn, contacted the British 
Tourist Authority. Its head 
of publicity, Mr. David 
Jones, said: “We were not 


BOPPO, the bear whose adventures are told in a book 


aware of this ruling, which 
seems unfair, unwise and 
inhospitable. We will do 
all we can at Government 
level to+get the ruling 
changed.” 


Councils 


The Department vf the 
Environment. said that 


‘although there is ‘ino actual 


provision, it should be possible 
for local cuuncils to arrange 
sumething.” But a spokesman 
for Haringey Council said that 
they had to work within the 
provisions of the 1971 Chronic: 
ally Sick and Disabled 
Persons’ Act. 

Mr. Peter Large, Chairman 
of the Joint Committee on 
Mobility of the Disabled, 


sold to help spastics, pops up again to take a stroll. with 
some of the 500 children who took. part in a sponsored 
walk on behalf of the Trengweath Spastics Centre on 


the flight deck of H.M.S. Hermes. 
ock at Plymouth for a refit. 


is in d 


witty sasnenatnnnansoannatn 


The aircraft carrier 


said: “It would be quite feas- 
ible for the Department -of 
the Environment. to issue visi- 
tors with discs. We will dis- 
cuss this and take it up at 
Government level.” 

Mr. Marcetic said that he 
thought the refusal of a park- 
ing disc to disabled tourists 
was “niggling, utterly appalling 
and completely in cuntradiction 
to the spirit of the Act. I 
cannot believe that the Mem- 
bers of Parliament who sup: 
ported the Act intended that 
handicapped visitors to this 
country should be relegated to 
the back of the sightseeing 
queue.” 


Airports 


The Spastics Suciety is ask- 
ing the Government to provide 
visitor parking discs for the 
disabled at the airports since, 
under the present system, by 
the time forms had been filled 
in and medical checks made, 
most tourists would have gone 
home. 

And Mona? She is nuw hap- 
pily seeing the sights of 
London because the British 
Tourist Authority. made spec- 


ial arrangements for her to 


visit tourist spots. Her com- 
ment: “Everyone is being so 
kind and I’m having a great 
holiday.’* ~ a 


Wee 


‘| The local g 


in the 


VISITING a family in a 
small isolated village in 
the North some time ago, I 
was perturbed but not sur- 
prised to find a full scale 
domestic row in*progress. 
jemmy Parke, the second 
eldest of the four children, 
was a_ severely physically 
handicapped subnormal 12- 
year-old spastic requiring 
total physical care. 


Three months in a mental 
subnormality hospital 35 miles 
away having proved  disas- 
trous, the father was deter- 
mined Jimmy should never 
leave home again. Subnormal 
children were still the Health 
Department’s responsibility 
while the Junior Training 
Centre as it was then, was 
not equipped to take so handi- 
capped a child, Jimmy there- 
fore spent his day in the 
living room confined to a 
wheelchair. Although easy to 
handle most of the time, he 
was strong and big and could 
become violent when frus- 
trated. 


Robert, aged 14, was due 
to leave school in the summer 
and already he kept away 
from home as much as he 
could. 


Mr. Parke worked in a local 
quarry. The work was heavy 
and dirty, the pay only fair 
with overtime essential to pro- 
vide for his family. 


COPED 


Mrs. Parke coped as well 
as she could, but much of 
the time the sheer magnitude 
of her’ problems utterly 
defeated her. When Jimmy 
was still small enough for a 
pushchair she had a little job 
in a large house nearby where 
she could take him with her, 
It had brought in extra much- 
needed money and had taken 
her out of the house. Now 
he was too heavy for her 
even to push him up the hill 
to the shops. 

Spending her days at home 
with Jimmy had its effect on 


Mrs. Parke. She became 
depressed, anxious, tearful, 
with sudden outbursts of 


temper. Her husband escaped 
to the pub most evenings, the 
children were at school all 
day but she was stuck at 
home with no-one, it seemed, 
to help or understand. 


Jimmy’s sisters, Rosemary 
aged eight, and Rita, aged 
five, were bright friendly 


children but Rita at times 
had dreadful temper tantrums 
which increased when _ she 
started school. 


BY HAND 


There was no Attendance 
Allowance as yet and little 
money to spare for extras. 
All the washing Mrs. Parke 
did by hand — no washing 
machine in this home, and 
Jimmy was doubly incontinent 
much of the time. 

On the day I called, Rita 
had come home excitedly 
from school. This was to be 
a school outing on Saturday. 
It would not cost much and 
all her friends were going. 

Mrs. Parke had had a bad 
day. Jimmy had soiled himself 
three times as she was thying 
to get him to the outside 
toilet. Their council house was 
never designed for a_handi- 
capped person. There was no 
Chronically Sick and Disabled 
Act as yet on the Statute 
Book, and to date the only 
local authority concession had 


Nortl 


been a ramp for Jimmy’s 
wheelchair. 
Ordinary mothers in ordin- 


_ ary homes become tired, ittita- 


ble and irrational at times, 
Mrs. Parke loved all her chil- 
dren but perhaps her gay, 
affectionate, red-haired 
youngest the most. She 
grieved because the two small 
girls were denied a _ happy 
secure family life with occa- 
sional outings and _ treats. 
Understandably any mother 
may turn on a child if unable 
to meet a natural request, 
but the child cannot be 
expected to understand. Rita 
was hurt, angry and upset. 
She ran from the room sob- 
bing “We never do the same 


-as other people — we never 


go anywhere — you _ never 
take us out and when we 
go we have to take Jimmy 
sO we can’t go very far. We 
never go to the seaside like 
other children!” 


COMFORT 


Rosemary slipped away to 
comfort her little sister whom 
we could hear crying in the 
room above. Mrs. Parke 
looked strained and despera- 
tely unhappy. Mr. Parke, who 
had come home from work, 
said apologetically, “You 
mustn’t mind our Rita — she 
gets upset now and again but 
she’ll get over it and be right 
as rain in the morning.” Then 
he added wistfully, “It is true, 
though, the kids don’t have 
much of a life although their 
mother does her best with 
them all. It’s difficult for her 
— I go to work early — 
I come home late. She is 
here all the time.” 


Jimmy throughout had been 
seated contentedly at the 
table playing with his cars 
unaware of the grief and dis- 
cord around him. 

This family fully occupied 
my mind on my long drive 
home. How could they be 
given some of the help they 
so badly needed? Especially 
Rita, and Rosemary. 


Something surely could be 
done for them, — 

The Chairman of the local 
spastics group had always 
been helpful and co-operative. 
I went to see him, and 
together we hatched a plan. 
Mrs. Knight, a Committee 
member and retired teacher, 
could be the answer to Rose- 
mary’s and Rita’s problem. 


SURPRISE 


I left him to make the 
necessary plans. Above all we 
wanted it to be a surprise. 
Mrs. Knight and her husband 
entered into the spirit of the 
exercise without any encoura- 
gement from us. They would 
write a note to Mr. and Mrs. 
Parke saying they were aware 
of the difficulties where there 
was a handicapped child in 
the family, They had heard 
there were two small girls 
and they wondered whether 
Mr. and Mrs. Parke would 
let them have them for a 
day? They had a car and 
would collect the children, 
take them to the sea where 
they could paddle and make 
Sandpies and then take them 
back to their cottage for a 


strawberry tea. They had 
several grandchildren who 
came frequently to stay so 
there would be toys and 


games to play with. 


A few weeks later I visited 
the family again. Rita met 
me at the door. She was 
carrying a new baby doll and 
was so excited the words tum- 
bled from her lips. Everything 
had been exciting and wonder- 
ful, and best of all Mrs. 
Knight had promised them 
they could go to the cottage 
again. 


DETAILS 


Mrs. Parke filled in the 
details for me. There was 
more to it than the children 
having a few hours by the 
sea. They had never joined 
the local group —they were 
too far away to go to meet- 
ings — but the Chairman, 
had been to see them and 
talked to them seriously about 
Jimmy going at regular inter- 


X 


roup in action 


vals into a Children’s Unit 
of the local , subnormality 
hospital. 


They had not liked the idea 
at first, remembering the time 
Jimmy had gone away before. 
They were his parents and 
devoted to him. It was wrong 
to send him away. The Chair- 
man persisted. He spoke with 
understanding and _ honesty. 
“You have three other chil- 
dren. Robert will soon leave 
school. You know for your- 
selves that Rosemary and Rita 
long to do the same _ things 
as-other children. You have 
not- had a holiday together 
since Jimmy was born. Think 
it over — let him go — 
they will care for him 


The Parkes are not an ima- 
ginary family, they are real, 
but changed a little to pre- 
vent recognition. They could 
be one of many families with 
a handicapped child. 

Practical help for the 
Parkes has not been costly 
financially. What it has done 
for a family of six though, 
is far beyond economics. For 
the first time ever they feel 
someone has a real concern 
for them — they are no 
longer a family alone strug- 
gling with their problems. 


Sheila Fox 


Disappointment for the punters as their “jockey” is thrown 


ere) AAMT AS 
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during a Donkey Derby held in aid of East London spastics. 
The event, organised by the local Round Table, raised £600 
to help equip a new community centre for the East London 


Spastics Society. 


Picture by courtesy of Stratford Express. 


Parents will discuss problems 


ARENTS of spastic children 
from Norfolk, Suffolk, 
Essex, Hertfordshire, Bucking- 
hamshire Oxfordshire and 
Northamptonshire and _ Bed- 
fordshire, will receive a civic 
welcome from the Mayor of 
Bedford, Councillor Graham 
Bates, when they meet up this 
coming week-end (Saturday/ 
Sunday, September 8th - 9th) 
at Bedford to discuss common 
problems and future provision 
for their severely handicapped 
children, 


The occasivn is The Spastics 
Society’s annual East Regional 
Conference, which is devoted 
to the subject of services for 
spastics, and which has been 
specially designed to give par- 
ents an active voice in deciding 
what are the more urgent 
needs of the cerebral palsied. 


— and enjoy a break 


Amvung subjects that will be 
aired and discussed freely are 
whether handicapped children 
should be educated separately 
in special schools or within a 
normal school environment; 
whether sufficient steps are 
being taken to secure wider 
employment of more severely 
handicapped school leavers; and 
exactly what the term “inte- 
gration” means when it is 
applied to disabled people and 
their need to be accepted as 
ordinary members of the com- 
munity. 


Nearly 100 guests are expec- 
ted at the Conference, which 
takes place at the Bedford Col- 
lege of Educativn under the 


chairmanship of Mr. J. L. N. 
Coombs, who is Chairman of 
the Wycombe and _ District 
Spastics Society. The main ° 
speaker will be Mr _ Derek- 
Lancaster - Gaye, Assistant 
Director, Services, of The 
Spastics Society. 

Special creche facilities have 
been laid on at the college su 
that no parent is prevented 
from attending due to prob- 
lems about child minding. And, 
since caring for a_ severely 
handicapped child at home in- 
volves a constant 24-hour 
strain, the Conference is alsu 
designed to give parents a re- 
laxing break by allowing for 
social and recreational activi- 
ties. 


Now they are advanced drivers 


Disabled drivers Ray- 
mond Booth of Sheffield, 
and Lance Green from 
Newport, Mon., both 
passed the Institute of 
Advanced Motorists’ test. 

Mr. Green, 26, left, 
shown getting out of his 
car, is a severely handi- 
Capped spastic. He passed 
the I.A.M. test at the first 
attempt, and his instruc- 


tor said: “This is a re- 
markable performance 
for somebody with 


Lance’s handicaps.” 

Mr. Green, a_ business 
Statistics assistant, also 
has an honours degree in 
pure and applied mathe- 
matics, 

Picture by courtesy of 
South Wales Echo 


Mr. Booth, aged 31 and 
reported to be affected by 
spastic paralysis in both 
legs and one arm, is pic- 
tured, right, holding his 
I.A.M. pennant. His exam- 
iner said he was the best 
driver among 20 to 30 
successful candidates. He 
works as a tinsmith with 
Sheffield City Engineers 
department. 

Picture by courtesy of 
The Star, Sheffield 


be despatched by the organis- 


x 


SEPTEMBER 1973 


HEN Mrs. D. Stockton 
of Acklam, Middles- 
brough, heard that her 
number had come up for 
a goodwill gift from the 
Spastic League Club, she 
thought it was her lucky 
day and chose a Ronson 
lighter. But what she 
didn’t realise was just how 
lucky that gift would turn 
out to be for her. 


-Back at Bristol, checking re- 


vealed that Mrs. Stockton’s 
selection would be the 
20,000,000th govdwill gift to 


sas 


ation, and to commemorate 
this Top Ten Promotions de- 
cided to make it a red-letter 
event for the lucky lady. 

Mrs. Stocktun got her cigar- 
ette lighter all right, but in- 
stead of the one she had orig- 
inalty chosen, Ronson’s entered 
into the spirit of the celebra- 
tion and presented her with a 
gold-plated electronic Firefly 
gas lighter. 

This was just one vf the sur- 
prises that made it a day to 
remember for Mrs. Stockton. 
As well as the super lighter, 
she also received a beautiful 
22-inch colour TV set from Top 
Ten Promotions Ltd., presen- 
ted to her by Roy Laver, a 


a 


director vf the company. Also 
to mark the occasion a presen- 
tation of flowers and a gift: 
pack of tuwels was made to the 
lucky winner’s collector, who 
happens to be her mother-in- 
law. \ 

Picture above shows the 
happy party at the Billingham 
Arms, Billingham, near Mid- 
dlesbrough. Left to right: Mrs. 
D. Stockton, Roy Laver, Mrs. 
Toni Gray (wife of Geo. Gray, 
Regional Manager of Tees-side 
and Tyneside area for Spastics 
Pool), Ken Pole, director of 
Goodprint Supplies, Mr. D. 
Stockton with his father and 
mother, Mr. and Mrs. E. Stuck- 
ton. 


NEW SCHEME TO PULL 


IN MORE MEMBERS 


QOFFICIAL collectors of the Spastics Pool who en- 

rol 50 new memberships between September 1 
and January 26, 1974, will be offered two holidays 
at a special gala week at Pontin’s holiday centre, 


Blackpool, in May, 1974. 


Area supervisors will 
also benefit from this 
scheme which it is hoped 
will bring about a sus- 
tained increase in mem- 
bership throughout the 
winter. It is felt that not 
only existing collectors 
will take advantage of 
the scheme but that it 
will encourage new 


appointments. 

A further competition 
in the current series offer- 
ing £50,000 worth of 
prizes will be based on the 
Daily Express Motor Show 
at Earls Court. Members 
of the Spastics Pool will 
have the opportunity of 
winning 10 Vauxhall motor 
cars, £20,000 worth of 
Spring holidays and 2,000 


SMILES all ‘round (below, 
left), as Mr, and Mrs. G. 
Houghton, of Boiton, re- 
ceive a first dividend 
cheque for £784 from 
singing star Roger Whitta- 
ker, while below, Howard 
Lang, star of the Onedin 
Line, presents to Mrs. 
Bakall, of Paddington, her 
Viva prize in the Charm 
Girl competition number 
four. i 


consolation prizes. 

All prizes will be des- 
patched during December, 
which will mean an unex- 
pected Christmas present 
for many. 

Details of the so-easy-to- 
enter competition will be 
featured on the weekly 
bulletin. 
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“J CAN’T believe it,” 
seems to be the comment 


from Joan Harris (above, 
left), as she hears from 
John Pritchard, of Top 
Ten Promotions, that she 
has won £5,000 in the re- 
cent Golfing Competition. 
She was one of four who 
shared the £20,000 first 
prize. Above, Mrs. D. 
Bryer, from Barry, Glam- 
organ, receiving the keys 
of her Vauxhall Viva from 
former Welsh _interna- 
tional footballer, John 
Charles, and below, 
Top Ten Promotions 
Director, Don Long, 
presents a cheque for £200 
to Mr. R. Rossiter of 
Southampton, at a_ col- 


lectors’ evening at Lynd- 
hurst, Hants. 


# 


spastic children is over 
for another year, but will 
remain in the thoughts of the 
20 children and their hosts in 
Ruislip for some time to 
come. Staying at St. Martin's 
Church Hall as guests of the 
‘Ruislip Christian Council, 
the 10 boys and 10 girls were 
entertained to a marvellous 
programme of outings, enter- 
fainments and parties, and 
some lasting friendships were 
made between the children 
and the many kind people, 
young and old, who looked 
after them. The Changing of 
the Guard, Windsor Safari 
Park, a trip down the Thames, 
Chessington Zoo, were just a 
few of the outings enjoyed 
by the children. Diane, in the 
centre of our picture, was 
interviewed by the BBC at 
Chessington for their “‘Sun- 
day” radio programme, to- 
gether with one of the boys 
and Mr. Littler, chairman of 
the Ruislip Christian Council, 
seen here with three of the 
ehildren, Mandy Powell, 
Diane Williams and Jenny 
‘Abraham, and three young 
Ipers as the children dis- 
embark from the coach. 


= So — 


Facing the 


future with 


contidence 


ANDRA and Jim McMillan, 
pictured right, thought it 
would be years before they 
could -get married. They had 
known each other for four 
years, been engaged fur two, 
and were prepared for more 
years to pass before they could 
marry and live independently. 
For both Sandra and Jim are 
confined to wheelchairs. 


Sandra, of Lambhill, Glas- 
gow, is a spastic, and Jim, of 


Milton, Glasgow, has spina 
bifida. 
Then Sandra, aged 26, and 


Jim, 24, got a house in the 
unique village for disabled 
people run by the Thistle 
Foundation at  Craigmillar, 
Edinburgh. The unexpected 
luck of getting a home brought 
their wedding day into sight, 
and now they are settling down 
like any other newly-weds. 


Jim told the Scottish Daily 
Record, who published their 
story, that since moving to the 
village: “We have gained a 
greater understanding of each 
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Lancaster wins | Homes plan 
big contract 


LANCASTER  Train- 
ing Centre has won 
a contract to make 
one million number 
aatec a year and this 
rings annual turn- 
over to well above 
the £30,000 mark. 
General Manager 
John Parkinson told 
Spastics News that a 
major British alumin- 
ium producer was try- 
ing to bring alumin- 
ium sales. back to 
Britain and away 
from places like Hong 
Kong. “They priced 
the number plate 
making and found 
they could do it as 
cheaply. We put in a 
bid for the contract 
and won it.” 
While training spastics for 
engineering and _ office 


other than in the whole of the 
four years since we met. Our 
love has grown stronger and 
we feel confident that we can 
overcome the problems we 
know are ahead.” 


And Sandra added: “Our 
problem ig coming to terms 
with our disabiities as a 


married couple—knowing that 
we may never be able to have 
a family. We’d buth love child- 
ren. But if not being able to 
have children bothered me, I 


would never have married 


Jim.” 


Picture by courtesy of the 
Scottish Daily Record. 


Home and abroad sales success for 


TEYWO aids for the handicap- 

ped, produced by The 
Bpastics Society, are top sell- 
4ng lines in the United King- 
dom, and also contribute to 
our export trade. These are 
fhe .“Safa” bath seat, a. useful 
bath aid for the toddler, and 
the “Watford” potty chair, for 
children up to the age,- of 
five. Both have been in pro: 
duction for 10 years: they 
Ihave been sold all over the 
world, and are still in great 
demand. 

At first, the “Safa” bath 
seat, was produced by a South 
of England firm to whom the 
Society directed many 
enquiries. Then the firm 
ceased production and we, rea- 
ising how useful it was, 
bought up stocks in the hands 
of retailers, and those remain- 
ing with the makers. For over 


Sociely products 


seven years — and without 
a price rise — we met all 
demands, 


As stocks neared exhaustion 
we looked around for someone 
to manufacture an improved 
version for us. Kimberley- 
Bingham and Co. Ltd., who 
make a range of aids at Bir- 
mingham, agreed to produce 
the tubular steel framework, 
fo be coated in nylon, and 
the rubber sleeves which rest 
on the edge of the bath. The 
residents at the Society’s Jac- 
ques Hall Centre in Essex, 
were to cut out the plastic 
seat and to fix the press studs 
—the latter quite a formid- 
able task. Each of the 750 
pieces carries 16 press stud 


fastenings — 32 operations 
for each seat, 22,500 in all. 

While Jacques Hall could 
begin this mammoth undertak- 
ing, we ran into trouble in 
obtaining adequate supplies of 
the requisite quality of tubu- 
lar steel. This overcome, the 
next problem was the nylon 
coating. When a solution was 
found we were held up by 
the annual holidays at the 
contractor’s factory. 

However, there is an end 
to everything and once more 
our “Safa” bath seat was 
ready. And the first task was 
to fulfil 100 vwutstanding 
ofders which had piled up 
during the undue delays in 
manufacture, 


In eontrast, the production 
of the “Watford” potty ehair 
at the Society’s Princess 
Marina Centre in Buckingham- 
shire is a routine affair — 
a never-ending job, “just like 
painting the Forth Bridge”, 
as one of the centre’s Instruc- 
tors said. 


This children’s toilet aid 
was produced for the up-to- 
five year-olds as the result 
of experience and develop- 
ment at the Watford Spastics 
Treatment Centre — _ hence 
the name. The chairs are 
made in two sizes: seat 9 ins. 
and height 17 ins. and seat 10 
ins. with height of 18 ins. Both 
have a safety bar at the front, 
and a circular plastic chamber 
is supplied. They are made 
in multi-plywood, sand- 
papered down, and ready to 
paint or vamish. 


work the centre helps pay 
its way by competing with 
other engineering firms 
for light engineering work. 
This latest order is the 
biggest they have had 
and could last for a num- 
ber of years. 


On the training side over 


250 spastics have been. 


trained and found work 
since the centre opened 
late in 1968, 


The 250th is Keith Jones 
who lives in Clifton 
Green, Swinton, Lancs., 
and has a new job with 
Telerection, of Pendle- 
bury, Lancs. 


“I’m making TV aerials in 
this job,’”’ Keith explained, 
“and I am enjoying it. 
The people I am working 
with are nice and it’s a 
good job, I wanted to 
work and now J am able 
to.” 


Keith learnt to handle 
bending machinés while 
at the. Lancaster centre 
and he also learnt about 
clocking in, clocking out 
and working to a deadline. 
The centre insists that it 
runs as a factory and not 
as a school, Trainees are 
treated like workers and 
are given no special privil- 
ages. 


“J have made friends 
already,” Keith con- 
tinued, “but I could not 
have got on, if it was not 
for the centre. I learnt a 
lot more than how to 
work machines — also 
learnt what it was like to 
work under pressure in a 
factory atmosphere.” 


The office section at Lan- 
caster has placed’ 118 
spastics in jobs around the 
country in everything 
from libraries to punth 
operating machines. The 
engineering section teach- 
es everything from how to 
operate power presses to 
the other end of the 
scale where trainees are 
taught to pack and dis- 
patch finished goods. 


For those finishing their 
course the prospects of 
finding a job are 86 per 
cent. The men and women 
who fail are those who 
can’t be trained or who 
fall foul of the normal 
unemployment problem. 


Mr. Parkinson concluded: 
“Wherever trainees don’t 
find employment—and it 
is only 26 in all since 
we opened—it is a bitter 
disappointment, and we 
share it. But of course we 
have had a large number 
of successes and this is 
what counts.” 


DEAF children have 
been giving up their 
pocket money to help spas- 
tics in the Midlands. The 
Mount School for the Deaf 
at Penkhull has contribu- 
ted £25 to the building 
fund for the North Staf- 
fordshire Spastics Associ- 
ation’s new centre. — This 
sum includes many small 
donations from pupils at 
their Mount School. The 
total was made up with 
gifts from the staff. 


face 


will mean — 


earlier 
weddings 
HE Spastics Society wilt 
play Cupid and bring for- 
ward the chime of wedding 
bells for several heavily han- 
dicapped engaged spastic 
ecvuuples, with the building of 
a new development in Wales. 
The accommodation will be, 
the Society hopes, the answer 
to many of the problems that 
severely disabled 
couples. 


Work has already started on 
the £120,000 project at Cyn- 
coed, a suburb of Cardiff, and 
it is hoped it will be completed 
by Christmas 1974. 

It has taken two years to 
find the right site, and during 
that time the Society’s archi- 
tect, Stephen Thurpe,  dis- 
cussed the subject with a 
group of engaged couples stay- 
ing at the Family Services and 
Assessment Centre, Fitzroy 
Square. His brief was to plan 
a centre which first and fore- 
most in no way resembled an 
institution, yet recognised the 
fact that couples’ would need 
considerable, but varying, 
suppurt. This also meant that 
staff attitudes would -be of 
paramount importance, so that 
they gave help without intrud- 
ing. 


Six flats 


There will be six flats each 
containing an entrance hall, 
living room with kitchen, a 
bedroom with adjoining bath- 
roum, and a small private back 
garden. 

The flat will have a back 
door into the garden and at 
the front will open on to an 
internal corridor which, it is 
hoped, will, with the use of 
the right materials, resemble 
a street and lead to the mvure 
communal area. 

This part of the develop- 
ment will have kitchen and 
dining room, common room, 
hobbies rvoms, and two. visi- 
tors rooms which are so fiex- 
ible that they can be joined 
if required to two of the flats. 
Staff accommodation will be a 
three bedroumed self-con- 
tained house with garden, and 
two self-contained bed-sitter 
flats, 

Residents can cook and eat 
in the communal rooms or in 
their own flats as they choose. 
The hubbies room will pro- 
vide day occupation facilities 
for those who wish to attend 
neither local authority nor 
Spastics Society work centres. 

Of paramount importance 
are the capabilities of the flats 
to fit round the couples who 
will live there, so tha they 
can be as independent as pos- 
sible. It is anticipated that 
the design will give consider- 
able options, and eleetrunic 
and mechanical aids will add 
to the couples’ independence. 

Where they have home fur- 
nishings they will be encour- 
aged to put them in the flat 
and the furnishing and equip- 
ment will be chosen by the 
couple who will make the flat 
their home. 

If the project is successful 
it should be the furerunner of 
many more throughout the 
country, They will give mar- 
ried spastics the chanee to 
enjoy the privacy and pleasure 
of a happy marriage along 
with the right of self- 
determination. 


A MALE pen friend is required 
for Miss Susan Parrish, a spas- 
tic aged 20, of Pwntefract, 
Yorks. Her hobbies are writ- 
ing letters, and pop music. Her 


address is: 222 Kings Mead, 
Pontefract, WF8 4HE, Yorks. 
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Schoolboys 


are walk 
champions 


The Herbert Shiner School, 
Petworth, Sussex, can afford 
to pat itself on the back. For 
in a charity walk for spastics, 
the school, whose young pupils 
range from 10 to 13 years old, 
outstripped giants like the 
public school Lancing College, 
and raised £1,021.38. And it 
was a boy from this school, 
Anthony Hills, who ‘raised the 
highest personal total—£29. 


The walk, in May, was 
round the grounds of Arundel 
estate In Sussex, and it is only 


Anthony Hills, of the Her- 

bert Shiner School, Pet- 

worth, which raised over 

£1,000 for the West Sussex 
Group. 


now that the schools taking 
part have been able to do their 
sums. In fact, one of the 
schools whose pupils board, 
and whvuse sponsorship came 
from home, still has to wait 
for the return from summer 
holidays to finish adding up. 
The total from eight schools 
was £2,773.46. 


Mr. .David Smith, Senior 
Regional Officer fur the South 
East, said: ‘Six hundred boys 
took part in the event, and we 
are greatly indebted to Her 
Grace the Duchess of Norfolk 
for affording the facilities to 
it, and to the Duke of Nurfolk’s 
Factor, Mr. A. Orr-Ewing, and 
to his staff for all their help 
and co-operation in making the 
walk a most successful ven- 
ture.” 


| Now snooker boy 
can play again 


YOUNG resident at one 
of The Spastics 
Society’s centres is deaf and 
dumb as well as being spas- 
tic. Unable to enjoy radio 
and television, he developed 
a keen interest in snooker 
and billiards. But he was 
unable to pursue his hobby 
when he moved to a new 
centre because there was 
no billiard table. 
An urgent appeal for a 
table went out via the in- 
formation sheet which the 
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Petiouished judges 


for Societys 1973 


Achievement Award 


BARONESS Macleod, who is herself in a wheelchair, and Jack Ashley, Mem- 

ber of Parliament for Stoke-on-Tre nt South, whose book “Journey Into 
Silence” dealing with the problems he had to face and overcome after he lost his 
hearing, has just been published, have both agreed to be members of the panel 
who will act as judges for the 1973 Special Achievement Award for Spastics. 


Sir Geoffrey Jackson, Graham Hill and Henry Cooper 


to join the panel. 


Nominations for the award, which is organised by 


The Spastics Society, are now coming in, but many - 


more are expected before the closing date, November 30. 


This is the second year of the award project. 


It was 


started last year by the Society to focus attention on the 
courage and achievement shown by spastics in their 


day-to-day lives. 


Outstanding effort, in particularly dif-— 


ficult circumstances, will qualify just as much as more 
spectacular feats of accomplishment. , 


All who are concerned 
in any way with helping 
spastics are continually 
receiving evidence of the 
tremendous efforts being 
made by so many to 
break through their own 
special barriers and the 
sometimes outstanding re- 
sults they achieve. But 


‘there are also many more 


spastics in various parts of 
Britain quietly winning 
their own battles, whose 
efforts could well qualify 
them for consideration for 


Society’s Supplies Depart- 
ment eirculates to schools, 
centres and local groups. 
Almost immediately the 
Secretary of the Pontypridd 
and District Spasties Society 
telephoned the Supplies 
Officer to say that he knew 
of somebody who wanted to 
give away a billiard table. 
Shortly afterwards the 
table was installed at the 
centre, and the young 
snooker enthusiast is now 
happily perfecting his style. 


the award, and we would 
like to hear about them. 
If you are a friend, rela- 
tive, neighbour, colleague, 
or otherwise interested in 
a spastic man, woman or 
young person over the age 
of 16 whom you would like 
to nominate for’ the 
award, do please send 
their name, address, and as 
much background inform- 
ation as you can, either to 
Spastics News or direct to 
the organiser at the 
address given below. 


Permission 


No one will be considered 
for the award without his or 
her permission being given. 
After all the entries have 
been carefully gone through, a 
preliminary surting of candi- 
dates is made and each indi- 
vidual is then contacted and 
asked for their written con- 
sent for their names to be in- 
cluded on an ultimate short- 
list. i 

The winner of the Special 
Achievement Award will re- 
ceive a cheque for £250, which 
has been very generously don- 
ated by the Trustees of the 
Van Neste Foundativn, and 
there will be cunsolation prizes 
for second and third places. 
The winner will also hold the 
Award’s silver cup for one 
year. 

The Achievement Award 
Cup is currently held by Rich- 


have also been invited 


ard Boydell, who, as _ title 
holder, will not be eligible fur 
the 1973 award, but last year’s 
other mominees, including 
runners-up, can again be sub- 
mitted with up-to-date inform- 
ation (perhaps new exams 
passed, academic or otherwise, 
a change of job or accommo- 
dation, a step forward in any 
sense of the’ word). 


Lucky 


So many of last year’s nom- 
inees were such “near misses” 
at the finals that they could be 
lucky this year. Please help 
us to give them that chance— 
send in YOUR nvmination(s) 
as soon as possible to the 
Award Organiser, Mrs. Nina 
Heycock, 88/89 Queen’s Gate, 
South Kensington, London, 
S.W.7. Don’t forget — closing 
date is Friday, November 30, 
1973. 
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SPASTICS NEWS J ° 


The City of Stoke-on- 
Trent Athletic Club Swim- 
ming Section proudly dis- 
plays the trophies won at 
a recent swimming gala. 


This was the first time 
that the team had entered 
the Association of Swim- 
ming Therapy’s annual 
gala) They competed 
against teams from Man- 
chester, Crewe, Chester, 
Wolverhampton, Burnt- 
wood, Sandbach and Elles- 
mere Port, to win the Dr. 
Winchell Shield as Champ- 
ion Club of the Region. 


In the centre of the pic- 
ture is Miss Mary War- 
rington, the COSACCS cap- 
tain, holding the Presi- 
dent's Challenge Cup 
which she won for taking 
first place in the ladies’ 
one-length event, She also 
received a medal to mark 
the achievement. 


Miss Warrington, a spas- 
tic, is a member of the 
resident domestic staff at 
Horton Lodge School, near 
Leek, Staffordshire, and 
is also a frequent visitor 
to the Society’s Family 
Services and Assessment 
Centre, Fitzroy Square, 
London. 


Picture by courtesy of 
Evening Sentinel, 


Staffordshire. 


Approved 
schools 
will aid 


spastics 


RINCE Charles’ 

Prep School, appro- 
ved schools and a giant 
London comprehensive 
are amongst schools 
who will take part in 
The Spastics Society’s 
National Schools Com- 
petition. In all, 7,000 
schools are being invi- 
ted to enter. 


Problems 


The contest-is designed 
not only to raise funds, but 
to interest young people 
in the problems of handi- 
capped youngsters. As the 
headmaster of one ap- 
proved school explained: 
“Our pupils can _ benefit 
from knowing that there 
are those in the commun- 
ity who need help. Most 


of our kids have usually — 


done the opposite to help- 
ing the community.” 


Of the hundreds which have 
already replied, eight are state 
approved schools and the rest 
are prep. schools, mzyddle 
schools and senior schools 
from all over England and 
Wales. 


~ 


Prizes 


Prizes include coluur T.V. 
sets, books and sports equip- 
ment, donated respectively by 
Rediffusion, Longman and Pen- 


guin Books, and Mitre Sports.— 


There will be regional prizes 
for the local schvol which 
raises most money per student 
head of population, a national 
prize for the largest amount 
raised, and a special prize for 
the most imaginative fund rais- 
ing idea, with Lord Muwbray- 
King, Competition President, 
and Mr. James Loring, The 
Spastics Society’s Director, as 
judges. 


Schools entering will get a 
“competition kit’“ which will 
include a specially designed 
multi-racial poster which>will 


stress the fact .that cerebral___ 


palsy can strike anyone. 


Entry details can be ob: 
tained from Robin Daniels at 
the Society’s head office at 12, 
Park Crescent, London, W.1.° 
Tel. 01-636 5020. 


On choosing the right clothes... 


Review of “Clothes 
sense for handicapped 
adults. of all ages,” by 
Patricia Macartney, MAOT, 
published by the Disabled 
Living Foundation, price 
£150. Obtainable from 
the DLF, 345 Kensington 
High Street, W14 8NS. 


(CLOTHES are of vital 

importance to the 
handicapped, for the abil- 
ity to dress oneself is a 


major step along the road . 


to independence. Being 
attractively turned out can 
also give a considerable 


boost to the ego for, as 
Miss Macartney points 
out, disabled — people 
“ ... Feel the need to 
make more rather than 
less effort with their ap- 
pearance and grooming 
than do their able-bodied 
friends to avoid arousing 
misplaced sympathy and 
patronage...” 


This book is a useful 
guide to the right choice 
of garments from the 
point of view both of ap- 
pearance’ and manage- 
ability. Clear illustrations 
‘show, for instance, how im- 
aginative styling and 


fashion detail can camou- 
flage figure faults and de- « 
formities, or attract atten- 
tion away from them. 

Various types of fabric are 
recommended for 
wear and easy laundering, and 
many useful tips are given to 
make life easier both for 
those who aim to dress them-. 
selves (including people with 
the use of only one hand) anc 
those who need somebody’ 
assistance. 

The book suggests how - 
alter ready-made clothes 
suit individual disabilities 
reinforce garments at poin 
maximum wear from cal’ 
artificial limbs or crutcl. 


comfort, © 


a ; 


gabe 


Two in honest endeavour. Above, Colin Negus from 
the Society’s Lancaster Training Centre, puts effort 
into the shot event, and below, Stuart Dougherty, 
aged 9, from Sandfield Park, Liverpool, puts all he 
_can into the 40 metre race. He won his group. 
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No colour T.V. for Nigel : 


IGEL Tordoff is a 14-year-old spastic, and his only enjoy- 
-‘% ment is watching T.V. However, the old fashivned communal 
*rial, which serves his set is geared to 405 line sets and not 625 
30 the new colour set which was meant to give him so much 
vasure imstead only shows a cloudy picture. 
he aerial is Council vwned, and it will cost about £500 to 
\ the switch. So far the Council have refused permission 
igel’s parents to install their own aerial. 
~a Labour M.P., Mr. Roy Mason of Barnsley, is petitioning 
yvernment to make grants to local authorities to cover the 
if changing 405 line. aerials over to 625. 


MR. JAMES LORING, Director of The Spastics Society, 


with George Hart from Falmouth. At 50, Mr, Hart was 
the oldest competitor at the games. 


RESULTS AND PICTURES 


National Spasti 


0%. 


SEPTEMBE 


Valence boy tops first priz 
winners list 


()VER 250, the best of 1,000 entrants in the regional games, competed in the 

fifth annual National Spastics Games at the National Sports Centre for 
Wales, Cardiff. A boy from Valence, R. Ratcliffe, headed the list -of first 
prizewinners with seven certificates for first place. Next came E. Walker and 
D. Sproates, both of Percy Hedley, with six firsts each, and G. Pinnick, of 


Mansfield, also with six. 


Winners in the Cardiff Games will be contenders for 
the Great Britain team which will take part in the Inter- 
national Spastics Games to be held at Crystal Palace 
next summer. In the tables that follow, first, second and 


third prizewinners have been listed. 


The figures in 


brackets indicate the number of first, second or third 


certificates won. 


CALDERSTONES 
HOSPITAL, 
WHALLEY, 
BLACKBURN: 

First Prizewinner: C. Black- 
burn (2). Second Prizewinners: 
J. Casey (3); P. Doyle (2); C. 
Blackburn, 


JOHN CAPEL 
HANBURY SCHOOL, 
WOODFORD BRIDGE: 
First Prizewinner: T. 

Thomas. Third Prizewinner: C. 

Ewels, 


LINGFIELD SCHOOL, 
SURREY: 
First Prizewinners: K. 
Searle; B. Rogers. Third Prize- 
winner: D. Leigh. 


IRTON HALL SCHOOL, 
HOLMROOK, 
CUMBERLAND: 

First Prizewinners: Loretta 

Buchanan; M. Churchill. Second 


Prizewinners: Loretta Buch- 
anan; M. Churchill. Third 
Prizewinner: Loretta  Buch- 
anan (2). 


SANDHILL PARK 
HOSPITAL SCHOOL, 
BISHOPS LYDEARD, 
TAUNTON: 

First Prizewinner: P. Fox- 
Smith (2). Third Prizewinner: 
P.- Fox-Smith. 

SANDFIELD PARK 

SCHOOL (Hospital 
School), LIVERPOOL: 
First Prizewinners: D. Rey- 

nolds; T, Potter; L. Parkinson 

(2); S. Dougherty (3); D. John- 

son (4); G. Barnes (2); L 

Rock; K. Clarke. Second Prize- 

winners: D. Reynolds (2); L. 

Parkinson; I. Rock (3). Third 

Prizewinner: G. Barnes. 


BROADSTONES 

HOSTEL, 

BIRMINGHAM: 

First Prizewinners: C. Rus- 
sell; L. Challinor (2); T. Lamb. 
Second Prizewinners: M 


Digges La Touche; C. Russell: . 


(2); D. Small (2). Third Prize- 
winners: J. Thomas; M. Digges 
La Touche (2); T. Lamb; I. 
Wray. 


Janet Lewis, 15, from the 
Society’s Thomas. Delarue 
School, Tonbridge, Kent, 
with Mr. Ken Long, Man- 
aging Director of Top Ten 
Promotions. 


Terry Lamb, 23, of Broad- 
stones Hostel, Birming- 
ham. 


SUNDERLAND AND 
DISTRICT SPASTICS 
SOCIETY: 

First Prizewinner: G. Pat- 
tinson. Second Prizewinners: J. 
Banks (2); G. Pattinson. Third 
Prizewinner: G. Pattinson. 


LANCASTER TRAINING 


CENTRE, LANCASTER: 


First Prizewinners: A. Smith 
(2); R. Bebbington (3); E. 
Joynes (3); W. Wallis; S. Coch- 
rane; S. Solan; J. Wilson (2); 
P. Croombes; M. Sawray; M. 
Gaffery; D. Gladhill (2); J. 
Wallace; L. Tucker (2); A. 
Prior; S. Corless (3); J. Arm- 
strong; H. Dunn. Second Prize- 
winners: A. Smith; P. Vigar; 
E. Joynes; O. Emanuel (2); S. 
Solan; J. Armstrong; C. Mattin- 
son (2); P. Croombes (2); J. 
Kennedy (3); M. Gaffery (2); 
K.. Gryszick (2); D. Gladhill; 
A ‘Wallace (2); L. Tucker; A. 
Prior. Third Prizewinners: EF. 
Joynes; S. Solan; J. Wilson; P. 


Croombes; J. Kennedy (2); Mé 


Sawray; D. Gladhill; J. Wal- 


.Thirkettle . (3). 


lace; J. Armstrong (2); C. 
Legg. 


BURTON HILL HOUSE 
SCHOOL, 
MALMESBURY: 

First Prizewinners: M. 
C. Butcher; T. Baker. Secend 
Prizewinners: M. Pettit; D. 
Mourby (2); Third Prizewin- 
ner: C. Butcher. 


HULL & DISTRICT 
SPASTICS SOCIETY: 
First Prizewinners: M. 

Humphries; A. Dalby; P. Wat- 

son’ (2). Second Prizewinner: 

A. Dalby. Third Prizewinners: 

M. Humphries; P. Watson (3). 


PERCY HEDLEY 
SCHOOL, 
NEWCASTLE-UPON- 
TYNE: 

First Prizewinners: C. Rob- 
son (4); A. Nelson; T. Walker; 
M. McNamara; B. Scott; M. Mc- 
Hugh (3); P. Richardson; E. 
Walker (6); S. Cushing (2); 
M Reilling; V. Hewison (3); 
C. Walker; K. Hodgson; D. 
Sproates (6); J. Close (3); K. 
Opie (4); C. Kenny; D. Fore- 
shaw; B. Dolan (2). Second 
Prizewiners: C. Robson (3); M. 
Reilling; T. Walker; S. Miller; 
P. Richardson (2); D. Weeks 
(2); D. Purvis (2); C. Walker 
(2); K. Hodgson; C. Kenny; L. 
Houston (6); B. Dolan. Third 
Prizewinners: A Nelson; T. 
Walker (3); M. McNamara; A. 
Dodds; C. Walker; J. Nichol- 
son (2); C. Kenny; D. Fore- 
shaw (3); B. Dolan, 


MELDRETH MANOR 

SCHOOL, 

NR. ROYSTON, HERTS.: 

First Prizewinners: G. Artis 
(2); A. West (2); W. Burgess; 
D. Malone; K. Morgan; M. Rod- 
riguez-s (2); S: Went; ©D. 
Launay; T. Harrison. Second 
Prizewinners: S. Godfree (2); 
A. West (2); A. Corware (2); 
D. Malone; W. Burgess; K. 
Morgan; D. Launay; P. Chad- 
wick; S. Sellick; C, Horth; D. 
Reid (2). Third Prizewinners: 
K Walgrave; M. Rodriguez; J. 
Widdup (2); P. Chadwick; T, 
Harrison; S. Sellick, 


WARLIES SCHOOL, 
WALTHAM ABBEY: 
First Prizewinners: M, Hem- 

ming (2;) M. Thirkettle (2); 

Second Prizewinners: OF 

Hodge; M. Hemming (4); M. 

Third Prize- 

winner: C, Hodge. 


D. Mourh 
Hill Hous 
senior gir 


MANSFIE 
SPORT; 
ASSOCI 

First Pri: 

shire; G.P 

Prizewinne1 


OAKWOO 
EDUCA 
CENTR: 
First: Priz 

(2). 


TEES-SID 
SOCIET 
MIDDL! 
First 
Flynn; J. 
Prizewinne 
Prizewinne! 
Jeffrey; J. 


VALENCI 
WESTE 
First Pri 

cliffe (7); . 

minster (¢ 

Prins (4); 

den (2); I 

Knight (5) 

ners: R. R 

(5); A. Pe 

C. Solly (é 

Iddenden 

Third Priz 

(3); D. Ic 

A. Waterto 

S. Chappell 

A. Peachey 


IBER 1973 


rICS 


lourby, from. Burton 
Hoiise School, in the 
r°ginls’ tricycle- dash. 


SFIELD & DISTRICT 
ORTS 

SOCIATION: 

+ Prizewinners: A. Wilt- 
G.Pinnick (6). Second 
yinner: A.) Wiltshire. 


WOOD FURTHER 
UCATION 
NTRE, KELVEDON: 


tt: Prizewinner: N. Wintle 


-SIDE SPASTICS 
CIETY, 
DDLESBROUGH: 

t Prizewinners: M. 
; J. Griffiths. Second 
yinner: M. Flynn. Third 
jinmners: J. Griffiths; J. 
7; J. Bradley. 


INCE SCHOOL, 
(STERHAM: 

t Prizewinners: R. Rat- 
(7); B. Solomon; S. Kil- 
y (2); M. Nixon; P. 
(4); B. Pope; D. Idden- 
2); R. Riehards’ (5); Jy 
t (5). Second Prizewin- 
R. Ratcliffe; Z. Breiner 
.. Peachey; B. Solomon; 
ly (2); T.-Richards; D. 
jen (2); B. Pope (2). 
Prizewinners: B. Pope 
D. Iddenden; T. Broad; 
iterton; S. Griffiths (2); 
ppell (2); S, Kilminster; 
achey, 


INGFIELD MANOR 
SCHOOL, BILLINGS- 
HURST: 

First Prizewinners: A. Nis-. 
bett; I. Brown (3); W. Free- 


. gard. Second Prizewinners: W. 


Freegard (2); D. Scott (2). 
Third Prizewinner: P. Coul- 
thard (2). 
HANDI-SPORT, 
FALMOUTH: 
First’ Prizewinners: J. Rob- 


erts (3); G. Hart (3); E. Bow- 
den (3); P. Wilson (2). Second 
Prizewinners: J. Roberts (2); 
G. Hart (2); E. Bowden; P. 
Wilson; D. Roberts (4). Third 
Prizewinners: J. Roberts; G. 
Hart; P. Wilson; D. Roberts. 


BLACKPOOL AND 

DISTRICT 

SPASTICS GROUP: 

First Prizewinners: P. Char- 
nock; D. Carter. Second Prize- 
winners: C. Hall; L. Tucker; J. 
Phillipson. Third Prizewin- 
ners: C. Hall (3); J. Phillipson 
(3); P. Charnock (2); C: Bol- 
ton. 


MORECAMBE AND 
LANCASTER GROUP: 


First Prizewinner: A. Kiely. 


SMILING FACES 
YOUTH CLUB, 
TETTENHALL: 

First Prizewinners: R. Allen 
(2); P..Watson-Wood. Second 
Prizewinners: R:. Allen; P. 
Watson-Wood (2): Third Prize- 
winners: R. Allen (2); P. 
Watson-Wood. 


VAUXHALL CENTRE 
FOR SPASTICS,,. 
NORWICH: 

First Prizewinners: T 
Gamble (4); P. Moule. Second 
Prizewinner: P. Moule (2), 
Third Prizewinner: T. Gamble. 


THOMAS DELARUE 
SCHOOL, TONBRIDGE: 
First Prizewinners: J. Bird; 

R. Chambers; M. Collins (3); 

C. Salvatore (2); Jane Lewis 

(3); Judith Lewis (3); R. Bul- 

len (3); J. Underwood (3); A. 

Griffin; G. Jackson (3); V. 

Hinckley (3); M. Smart (5); 

M. Sadler; A. Francis (5); D. 

Day. Second Prizewinners: J. 

Bird (2); R. Chambers; M. Col- 

lins (2); C. Salvatore (4); M. 

Thorpe (2); T. Burrows (3); 

Jane Lewis; B. Bullen (2); A. 

Griffin (3); D. Day (2); P. Tiz- 

zard (2); K. McDonald (3); V. 

Hinckley (2); R. Soper (3); 

M. Smart (2); J. Warburton 


(3); N. Bagulety (2); G. Jack-~ 


son (2); A. Francis. Third 
Prizewinners: G. Jackson; G. 
Ivey; G. Scarrott; T, Hampson; 
I. Whaley; M. Thorpe (4); B. 
Bullen; T. Tizzard; K. Me- 
Donald; M. Smart; J, Warbur- 
ton (2); M. Sadler, D. Day (2). 


i 


AN UNOFFICIAL weight lifting contest is staged from a 
group from the Society’s Thomas Delarue School. Left 
to right, Robert Eastwood, Kenneth MacDonald, Robert 


Soper. 


The picture, left, shows a team from the Percy 


Hedley School, Newcastle. 


BRISTOL SPASTICS 
ASSOCIATION: 


First Prizewinners: K. In- 
field; A. Browne (3); M. Heg- 


Tracey Thomas, 9, of John 
Capel Hanbury School, 
Woodford Bridge, Essex, 
throwing the club. 


Janet Lewis, 15, from the Society’s Thomas Delarue 
School at Tonbridge, with Sheila Rawstorne, Secretary 
of the Stars Organisation for Spasties, and Sue Brown, 


arty (4); K. Hooper; A. Trot- 
man (3). Second Prizewinners: 
K. Infield (2); G. Hippett (3); 
M. Heggarty; M. Hooper; A. 
Trotman (2); T. Clare. Third 
Prizewinners: G. Brown; G. 
Hippett; S. Holder (2); A. 
Browne; T. Clarke. 


PRINCESS MARINA 
CENTRE, SEER 
GREEN, BUCKS.: 

First Prizewinners : M. 
Lane; P. Cursons. Second 
Prizewinners: A. Kerwin; C. 
Stone (5). Third Prizewinuners: 
S. Bowry; A. Kerwin; C. Stone 
(3); P. Cursons. 


SHERRARDS, OLD 
WELWYN, HERTS:.: 
First Prizewinners: J. Wil- 

kinson (2); D. Firn; P. Wright 

(3); T. O'Donovan; M. Oakley 

(3); C. Claricoats (3); E. Dig- 

wood (3); H. Bancroft; J. 

Vauvert. Second Prizewinners: 

J. Wilkinson; D. Firn; P. 

Wright; M. Oakley; T. O’Dono- 

van. Third Prizewinners: K. 

Hunphries; T. O’Donovan; E. 

Digweed; J. Vauvert (3). 


HAWKESHEAD SCHOOL, 
SOUTHPORT: 


First Prizewinner: T. Board- 
man (3). Third Prizewinner: 
T. Boardman. 


Continued on Page 10 


an executive of Iberia Airways, who visited the Games, 
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BOPPO THE BEAR (above), hero of an exciting new series of children’s 
books being sold to help spastics, with Alison Grenville. Alison, who 
comes from Patcham House School, came first in the Junior Light Ball 
event. The cheerful group below from Valence School are, left to right: 
Zoe Breiner, Susan Griffiths and Jackie Knight. 


=— 


A party from the Society's: Meadway Works at Birmingham pictured oute 
eke the National Sports Centre for Wales, Cardiff, where the Games wer¢ 
eld. | | : 
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AN OBJECTIVE LOOK AT 


iat SPASTIC youth was talking about his handicap 
a at the start of a vocational assessment course. 
“Sometimes I think one day I'll wake up and it'll all 


be gone.” 


“You don’t really believe that, do you?” asked the 


social worker. 


“Well... it might!” he said. 

These assessment courses do not just see how well a 
Spastic can add up or write a sentence, but show how well 
equipped he its to face a world not noted for its generosity 


towards the disabled. 


Evelyn Milburn, Senior Careers Advisory Officer at the 
Family Services and Assessment Centre at Fitzroy Square, 


London, ran a recent course. 


“We hold them once a month but not necessarily in Lon- 
don—sometimes in say Bexhill, Coventry or Blackpool. They 
are held all round the country because the children come 
from all over the place and it cuts.down on travelling. It’s a 
fairly intensive schedule, They arrive in time for tea on Mon- 
day and go after breakfast on Saturday. 


“There are four days of 
practical and written tests, 
social activities and discus- 
sion groups. There’s free 
time in the evening and often 
the children feel they haven’t 
been given enough work,” 

Three other members of 
staff work with Evelyn, 
Harold Coombes, Placement 
Officer, Mrs. Pam Harrison, 


~.___.-=S§ocial Worker and Shelia 


Kennedy, another Careers 
Advisory Officer. The dozen 
children aged between 16 
and 18 are divided up and 
three members of the team 
test them in pairs while the 
fourth leads a discussion 
group with the remaining 
six. 


Education 


Fhe children have a variety 
of educational backgrounds 
—some have been to ordin- 
ary comprehensive schools, 
some are educationally sub- 
normal, others have been to 
schools for the physically 
handicapped and some have 
been educated at home. 

“We give them written 
tests, reading, spelling and 
vocabulary checking num- 
bers, verbal and non-verbal 
reasoning tests. There are 
practical tests such as jig- 
saws, using screwdrivers and 
spanners, assembly tests — 
both small and fiddly ones 
and larger ones to assess 
movement — counting and 
co-ordination—such as tying 
knots at speed and sorting 
screws into sizes to assess 
perception and tests for five 
finger. dexterity. Also how 
well they can sit, stand and 
the amount of wrist move- 
ment is noted. 

“All the 


children are 


Colin Clegg, 16, of Chester-le-Street, Janette Blackburn, 


Brian Rushforth, aged 17, 
of Birtenshaw, and Julian 
get on with the mundane 
but necessary task of doing 


the washing-up. It’s all 

part of helping them to- 

wards independence in 
every-day life. 


physically capable of look- 
ing after themselves with- 
out personal help. Not be- 
cause such other children 
are being written off, but 
simply that we don’t have 
the facilities. There are no 
house parents to look after 
the children’s basic needs, 
and if they need help like 
that it rules them out of the 
open employment field any- 
way.” 


The formal tests, in fact, 


WW, of Darlington, and Patricia Cresswell, 16, of Doncas- 
ter, concentrate on practical tests. 


are only the half it. They 
are only a guideline to the 
child’s ability, not a hard 
and fast ruling. Equally im- 
portant are the results of 
the discussion groups which 
revolve round topics such as 
getting a job and keeping it, 
personal appearance, how 
they see themselves and 
how they think others. see 
them. 


Revealing 


The more articulate the 
group the more that these 
discussions reveal. For in- 
stance, many of them have 
unrealistic ideas, although 
the social workers are keen 
to point out most adoles- 
cents about to leave school 
either have no. clear-cut 
idea of what they want to do 
or day-dream about the im- 
possible. 


“The girls want to look 
after babies or work with 
animals.and the boys want 
to be pilots or train drivers. 
We had one boy who was a 
severe arthetoid with very 
jerky movement who wanted 
to be a lorry driver. He just 
could not see that this was 
out of the question, reason- 
ing, explaning, 
had no effect.” 


Very often it is the vocational 
assessment course which has 


the unhappy task of showing | 


children the impossibility of 
their dreams. 


“Then there are floods of 
tears, or they get very aggres- 
sive. In fact there -haven’t 
been many problems with this 
group. Sometimes, especially 
if children have been indulged 
by the families and never left 
home before, there are per- 
sonality clashes. They want to 
be the centre of attraction all 


Evelyn Milburn, Senior Careers Advisory Officer, leads a discussion group on the 
Designed to reveal the hopes, fears and problems of students on the 


course. 


discussion 


the time but they usually set- 
tle down after the first day or 
two.” 


The purpose of the course 
is to sort out the children out 
into those going for further, 
education, sheltered workshops, 
rehabilitation centres and so 
on. Only about three a year go 
directly into employment. The 
courses have been running for 
fifteen years and in that time 
over 3,000 have passed through 
the assessors’ hands. 


“Our assessments are usually 
spot on. No-one has really con- 
founded us by going on to do 
more than we predicted. Of 
course some mature more 
quickly than we anticipated, 
but any surprises usually come 
from the more intelligent sey- 
erely disabled spastics. We 
haven’t known of what they 
are really capable and they 
have devised their own. way of 
showing us.” 


Miss Margaret Morgan, Head 
of Social Work and Employ- 
ment observed: “They come 
tu us and they have no idea 
of what their handicap is. 
They have never heard of the 
words cerebral palsy. One girl 
said that when people asked 
her what was wrong with her 
leg she told them she’d sprain- 
ed her ankle. We really tell 
them for the first time what is 
wrong with them. The same 
girl told me. ‘My mum told me 
it was because I didn’t breathe 
when I was born. Which of 
course was quite accurate.’ ” 


Two of the teenagers on the 
course were 17-year-old Brian 
Rushforth of Birtenshaw, Brad- 
ford and Patricia Cresswell, 


aged 16, of Doncaster, Yorks. _ 


Brian had already held one 
job, in a menswear shop where 
he had tidied the shop and 
done the vacuuming. “I didn’t 
enjoy it much. I’d rather work 
in a music shop. I like music- 
both ballet and pop, he said.” 


Now he’s hoping to go on to 
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The start of it all. 


Julian Miller, 16 years old, of Steyn- 


sEPiteMBER’ 1974” 


ing, Sussex, arrives at the entrance to the Family Ser- 
vices and Assessment Centre in Fitzroy Square. 


Laneaster for further training. 
He’s got a girl friend and says 
he finds he makes friends 
wherever he goes. “I like going 
out with my girl friend and 
I’d like to mary one day and 
have a family, so I'll have to 
have a job in order to support 
them.” 


New friends 


Brian’s spasticity was caused 
when he was very young by 
disease and he went to both 
ordinary and special schools. 
He found the course fun and 
had made many friends, 
although he hadn’t known 


course, such discussions often turn up surprises. Said Miss Milburn: “They actually 
thought they ought to work harder!” 


“The three most unhappy years 


WAS the first student 
to go to The Spastics 
Society’s Dene Park Fur- 
ther Education Centre in 
October, 1963. I spent a 
very happy year there, and 
from Dene Park went to 


Chester Office Training 
Centre, as it was then 
known. After spending 


six months at Chester I 
came home to Selby to 
look for a job. I got a job 
in July, 1965, as a tele- 
phonist receptionist at 
Yorkshire Chemicals here 
in Selby. I worked there 
for six years and then be- 
gan to get fed up with the 
job. 

In October, 1970, I left with 


nv job to go to, but thinking 
that another job would be eas- 
ily obtained. 
was! 


Spastics 


How wrong I 
I have spent the last 


speak for 
themselves 


three years as the most un- 
happy years of my life, going 
from firm to firm and getting 
the same answer each time — 
because I. was on crutches 


they could nut take the respon- 
sibility of my falling; they 
didn’t even wait for me to 
tell them that I was a G.P.O. 
trained telephonist. 


However, I am glad to say 
that after three years of search- 
ing I have been employed for 
some weeks as_ switchboard 
operatur/copy typist at the 
Town Hall in Selby; and I 
travel there each day in my 
electric Inva car, although I 
am expecting to get one of the 
new petrol Inva cars in a short 
time. My advice to fellow 
Spastics News readers is this— 
if you are thinking of leaving 
your jub, don’t unless you have 
another one to go to. But, 
better still, stick to the one 
you have got. 


what to expect when he first 
came. “TI like being with my 
family and it was my first 
time away from home.” 


Patricia made the journey 
from Doncaster by herself. ‘‘My 
mum saw me on to the train 
and she was a bit anxious, but 
all mothers are, ,really. She 
said it would help me to grow 
up and the journey didn’t 
worry me.” 


Patricia has a slight limp— 
imperceptible enougn for many 
people do not realise she’s a 
Spastic, but marked enough 
to prevent her taking up her 
chosen job. “I wanted to be a 
shop assistant but I found my 
leg just wouldn’t hold me up 
all day.” 


She goes to an _ ordinary 
youth club and though she 
hasn’t a boy-friend at the mom- 
ent, has no fears of mixing. 
“Most people are all right. 
You get some children who 
call names, but I’ve developed 
a thick skin against that. To 
strangers I don’t appear as a 
spastic at all.” “She wants to 
train as a mursery 
nurse now, but fears she 
will be unable to because 
there are no facilities in Don- 
caster for training. In the 
meantime she is living at home 
with her parents and two 
younger sisters pursuing the 
same interests as her con- 
temporaries — swimming, pop 
music, arts and crafts and rid- 
ing her bike. 


But she hopes to get married 
one day: “I’m quite looking 
forward to marrying and hav- 
ing children — it’s part of 
life — everbody gets married 
sooner or later.” 


of my life” 


I haye been very lucky in- 
deed, as I could not work with 
nicer peuple, but it certainly 
was a chance out of the blue. 


Margaret Stronach 


FOR SALE 


BEC Mk. 10 Portable Elec- 
tric Wheelchair with hat- 
tery recharger, 2 forward, 


1 reverse speed. £150 
0.n.o. — Johnson, 141, 
Alicia Gardens, Harrow. 


Tel. 01-907 1479 after 7 
p.m, 
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New moves in 


battle of the 
three-wheeler 


(HE battle to get the much-criticised invalid tricycles 
replaced continues unabated despite the impending 
report of Baroness Sharp’s oficial committee of inquiry. 
And the latest salvo to come from the Disabled Drivers’ 
Motor Club is that the invalid tricycle—built to Govern- 
ment specifications—is in breach of the Government’s 


own safety regulations. 
The three-wheeler is 
issued by the Department 
of Health and, following 
the Club’s complaint, it is 
being inspected by road 
safety experts for the 
Ministry of Transport. 
The Disabled Drivers’ 
Motor Club claims that acci- 
dents have shown that the 
petrol tank can be burst open 


Critics 
watch 
tests 


‘N an attempt to answer criti- 
eism of the three-wheeler 
for disabled drivers, Invacar 
Lid. staged a demonstration of 
the invalid carriage they manu- 
facture, at Southend Airport 
on August 30th. 
But their tests were watched 
by a largely hostile audience 


- of critics and unhappy dis- 


abled drivers, and the Dis- 
abled Drivers’ Action Group 
and The Spasties Society had 
laid on an information eentre 
where fresh criticism of the 
tricycle was handed out te 
Press representatives. 

On display at the tests was 
x modified Mini car which the 
Group claims can be produced 
for disabled drivers at £50 less 
than the Invacar. 

Three brand new. Invacar 
models were put through 
swerve tests and braking tests 
by able-bodied employees of 
Invaear. Then the three cars 


were driven at about 45 miles . 


an hour behind a ’plane whieh 
had two engines running. A 
member of the Society’s In- 
formation Department who 
was at the. demonstration said: 
“This looked impressive until 
two photographers were spot- 
ted standing behind the ’plane 
and apparently unruffled by 
the ‘gale’.” 

Professor John Ellis, head 
of the School of Automotive 


Studies at Cranfield Institute, 


was the man Invacar was try- 
ing to prove wrong. His recent 
tests. had shown the vehicle 
to be unstable. 

After the Southend tests he 
said: “The vehicle was driven 
at lew speeds during the dem- 
onstration, but still skidded. 
Wad it been. carried out at 
anything like normal read 
speeds it might have proved 
something.” 

Mr. Brian Gilroy, Chairman 
of Invacar, said that the Cran- 
field tests were rushed, and 
that “anyway our vehicle did 
not fail all the tests, It failed 
two, passed two with flying 
colours, and two were incon- 
elusive.” 

Graham Hill, vice-chairman 
of the Disabled Drivers’ Action 
Group, said that in some of the 
swerves the rear wheels left 
the ground and that was when 
the vehicles were being driven 
slowly. “I have driven one of 
these vehicles at reasonable 


speed and I was scared,” he 


said. 
Mr, Hill is a former world 
racing driving champion, 


in collision. Backing them up 


on this is Professor John Ellis 
of the Cranfield Institute of 
Technvlogy, whose School of 
Automotive Studies carried out 
tests which resulted in the tri- 
eycle being described as dan- 
gerous. 


Now engineers will look at 
the position of the petrol tank 
to see if it is reasonably secure 
against damage, as required by 
amendments tv the Construc- 
tion and Use regulations for 
vehicles. 


The amendments have been 
based on European Economic 
Community directives and are 
aimed at the ordinary car— 
and it specifically excluded 
vehicles not carrying passen- 
gers. 


“Justice” 


However, Nigel Harvey. Sec- 
retary of the Club, in a letter 
to Mr. Juhn Peyton, Minister 
for Transport Industries, says 
that for the invalid tricycle to 
be excluded from two major 
safety provisions is “contrary 
to natural justice.” 


' In his hard hitting letter, 
Mr. Harvey states: “The Cran- 
field report provides prima 
facie evidence that the invalid 
tricycles are inherently un- 
safe, and I ask you now as a 
matter of urgency and deep 
concern to initiate further 
tests under the auspices of 
your department tov establish 
the irrefutable facts about the 
safety of these vehicles. 


“The behaviour of the inva- 
lid tricycle in the wind gust 
and transient tests was deplor- 
able and indicative of funda- 
mental design errors. I con- 


the long 


sider this matter so serious 
that it is my considered lay 
opinivon that those responsible 
are in flagrant breach of their 
common law duty of care to- 
wards the users of these 
vehicles.” 


In another letter, this time 
ie Sir Keith Joseph, Secretary 
ef State for Social Services, 
Mr. Harvey said: “It is absv- 
lutely monstrous that a Gov- 
ernment Department should 
fail to conform with safety 
standards what another Gov- 
ernment Department is impos- 
ing on commercial manufac- 
turers for the pruper protec- 
tion of able-bodied users .of 
ordinary cars.” 


Safety 


The two safety provisions 
Mr. Harvey referred to as not 
being applied im the case of 
the three-wheelers is Regula- 
tion 15, which requires the 
fitting of burst-proof door 
latches and hinges, and Regu- 
lation 16 which concerns 
energy-absorbing steering col- 
umns. 

Recently published is a 
highly critical report by Mr. 
R. W. Goff, a chartered engin- 
eer working in vehicle safety 
research. He suggests that the 
vehicle, rather than being de- 
signed: by automobile engin- 
eers, was probably evolved 
from the early powered bath- 
chairs, and he calls the supply 
of these vehicles as “indefen- 
sible’ in view vf their lack of 
safety. 

The. Teesside Spastics Soe- 
jety has taken the practical 
step of issuing stickers to be 
attached to the window of a 
trike when it breaks down, 
showing that the driver re- 
quires assistance. The wheel- 
chair symbol sticker costs £1 
from The Spastic Work Centre, 
Acklam Road, Middlesbrough. 


THIS YEAR’S steam rally 
organised annually by 
Stamford and District 
Spastics Society, Lincoln- 
shire, is expected to raise 
between £500 and £600. 
Besides the usual fun fair 
and exhibition of traction 
engines and fairground 
organs, there was a dog 
show, aerobatics display, 
and a grand ox-roast. The 
two-day event was atten- 
ded by about 9,000 people. 


An educational visit by pupils of the Dame Hannah 
Rogers Schooi for Spastics at Ivybridge, Devon, to 


Plymouth’s Ebrington Street telephone exchange, led. 


to a massive fund-raising effort by the “‘hello” 


irls. 


So charmed were they by the antics of the children 


who 


school. 


plugged in cords, twiddled dials and punched 
buttons, that they decided to “do something” for the 
And what they did was raise £200. First, 
there was a sponsored walk round Burrator Reservoir, 
and then one girl took on a spo 
Another £16 went into the “kitty” when the bath- 
room scales climbed to only 14 stone instead of 16. 

The picture shows a group of children from the 


nsored ‘‘slim.”’ 


school with their new friends at the exchange. 


Picur by courtesy of the Western Evening Herald. 


— and a letter to Spastics 


News 


from a happy Invacar driver 


I THINK all the criticism 
of cars for disabled drivers 
in the newspapers and on 
TV is most unkind. 

I am thankful to the 
Ministry of Health for my 
Invacar, and do not know 
what I would do without it. 
as I work seven days a 
week and have to drive in 
wind, rain, and all kinds 
of weather. 


~ Press 


My car also enables me 
to go on holiday, which 
makes me more and more 
thankful to the Ministry of 
Health, also to the Minis- 
try garage which does re- 
pairs and advises us on 
road safety. 

As regards the com- 
ments published in the 
about these cars 
being unsafe, I manage to 
go round bad corners at a 


reasonable speed and con- 
sider the vehicle quite 
safe. 


I am only one of many 
disabled drivers who are 
grateful for this opportun- 
ity to get out and about. If 
we are not careful, we 
shall end up with nothing. 


A grateful Invaear driver 
(Name and address 
supplied). 


way, near Colchester, 
Essex, and her 18-year-old 
son Steven who is severely 
physically and — mentally 
handicapped. She has look: 
ed after him at home, sav- 
ing the State £20 per week 
for 18 years. 


At the annual meeting of 
Colchester and District 
Spastics Society, members 
heard that Mrs. Jones re- 


The State owes her 


M®*. Muriel Jones of Stan- 


a fortune 


ceived no allowance until 
Steven was 16. “The local 
spastics group gave me £3 
a week,” she said. “It was 
very good to me,” : 


Mrs. Jones, was a widow be- 
fore she married her pre- 
sent husband, Bill, three 
years ago and _ together 
they have built a beautiful 
garden for Steve to play in. 


The meeting also marked the 
retirement of welfare offi- 
cer Mrs. Shirley Roberts, 
one of the society's two re- 
maining founder members. 
Mrs. Jones presented Mrs. 
Roberts with flowers and 
pearls on behalf of ‘the 
group. “My son Steven 
was the first baby she had 


to deal with,” said Mrs. 


Jones. “I don't know what 
we would have done with- 
out our Shirley,” 


The meeting was led by the 
Bishop of Colchester, Dr. 
Roderick Coote, President 


of the Colchester and Dis-~ 


trict. Spastics Society, and 
the. Mayor - of ‘Colchester, 


Mr. Arthur, Parsonson,. was. 


welcomed as a patron. 


(Story and Photo by ‘courtesy 
of Colchester Gazette), 


The walk 
is the 


easy part 


THE most difficult part 


in a sponsored event 
is often to obtain the 
money after the event 
from one’s sponsors, 
who all too frequently 
disappear or find they 
have let themselves in 
to pay far more than 
they anticipated. Thus, 
at the end of July final 
payments in respect of 
sponsored walks held on 
Sunday, May 6, organ- 
ised by the Midlands 
Regional Office, were 
still being received. The 
walks took place within 
the grounds of Belvoir 
Castle, Ragley Hall, and 
Weston Park, and 
raised £5,273.20. 


Blind - 


At Ragley Hall there were 
a number of blind walk- 
- ers from the Worcester 
College for the Blind, 
who were guided by 
irls from Malvern Col- 
ege. Also at this walk 
were handicapped 
ponneres from the 
ame Elizabeth Cad- 
bury School, who were 
assisted by others from 
the same school. 


At Weston Park a youn 
spastic lad eomple 
nine miles by going 
round the circuit three 
times, and so impressed 
visitors to the park that 
he received additional 
sponsors on the spot and 
brought in a reeord sum 
of money. 


Record 


The marshals at the. walk 
at Belvoir Castle were 
provided by the Leices- 
tershire & Rutland Con- 
stabulary Special Con- 
stables, who made the 
event into an “incident” 
and came complete with 
mobile control room, 
walkie talkies and full 
uniform. ‘ 
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The amount raised by ~ 


these three walks is a 
record within the reg- 
ion, and it is hoped to 
repeat them next year 
in connection with the 
National Schools Came 
_paign, and 


‘made to have an addi< 

tional walk within the. 
_ grounds of Chatsworth 
_. Park, Derbyshire, 


arranges |. 
ments are already being - . 


- 


A MANCHESTER firm of knitting machine manufactur- 


ers has recently presented one of their models to a local 


Spastic, Mrs. 


Jean Boyd. Here, 


Mrs. Boyd (left), 


is being shown how to work the machine by Mr. Milling- 
ton, a representative of Jones Sewing Machine Co., Man- 


chester. 


Looking on (centre) is Mrs. D. M. Snowdon, 


Chairman of Manchester and District Spastics Society. 
Messrs. Jones have generously offered to donate one of 
each of their range of knitting machines to The Spastics 
Society. Any spastic who feels that they would be able 
to operate these machines are invited to contact the Rev. 
O. Lloyd-Roberts, Director, Manchester and District Spas- 


_ties Society, 8a Maine Road, Manchester, M14 4DW. 


£500 windfall 


WY\HE Spastics Society  re- 
; cently received an anony- 
mous donativun of £500 from a 
well-wisher in Hampshire. The 
money, all in £5 notes, was 
wrapped in crumpled tissue 
paper and was sent by unreg- 
istered mail, with a Ports- 
mouth pustmark. On the tissue 
paper was written the succinct 
message: “Hope you find this 
useful.” 

Says Mr. John Price, the 


Society’s Assistant Director, 
Finance: ‘We are very grate- 
ful to this unknown donor and 
wish we could tell him or her 
personally how useful this 
generous gift will be in help- 
ing us to further our work for 
spastic children and adults.” 

So, just in case our anvuny- 
mous benefactor is a “‘Spastics 
News” reader, here is a very 
hearty “thank you” — from us 
all. 


OU CAN HELP 
BUILD UP 


SP ASTICS. NEW 


CIRCULATION 


PRICE ONLY 5p. 


(including postage) 


FIRST TARGET: 100,000 


You can help to reach this circulation where 
advertising will make the NEWS a big income 


earner for spastics. 


I CUT OUT AND SEND THIS FORM i 
I, | want to help build the SPASTICS NEWS circulation. Please : 
J send until further notice to the name and address below the 
i lively SPASTICS NEWS each month at the annual subscription ! 
F rate of 60p including postage, starting With the ........secscssees rial | 
issue ] 
I enclose a cheque/postal order for 60p. ] 
" Name and Address ..... Guidsgcesdsegscossscboesascccacesesvenesescastves I 
i (Block capitals please) J 
a eee 1 
| _  Feecwevcvesevecsscesseseeees reeset ss eesseeesseasss oes HSPs SSBOHESEOS OHSS OOOOSEDS ‘ j 
Send to: Circulation Clerk, |. 
i __ Spastics News, 12 Park Crescent, London, WIN 4EQ. | 


Talking Books 
supporl grows 


ROTARY Clubs of. Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
and the Women's Royal Voluntary Service are among 
the latest charitable organisations to offer support for the 
National Library. of ‘Talking Books for the Handicapped. 
This fast-growing charity was set up last year to provide 
Talking Books, and the Reproducers on which to play them, 
to the estimated 100,000 handicapped people in need of this 
service (excluding the blind who have their own organisa- 
tion). 
Among the other voluntary organisations which have 
already shown interest in the Library are the British Limb- 
less Ex-Service Men’s Association (BLESMA), the British 
Red Cross Society, the British Rheumatism and Arthritis 
Association, the Multiple Sclerosis Society, the Muscular 
Distrophy Group, The Spastics Society and the Women’s 
Institutes. 

Announcing a novel fund-raising idea in London 
Christopher Bathurst, the Library's Honorary Director, said, 
“We have so many requests from people wishing to associ- 
ate themselves with the Library in some way that we have 
instituted a scheme whereby a donor of £100 or more can 
have his name linked with the title of a Talking Book, both 
in our catologue and on the cassettes. We are particularly 
short of children’s books at the moment and it is hoped that 
in this way we will be able to increase our Talking Book 
titlts quickly. The average cost of twelve copies of each 
title is £100.” : 

Anybody requiring more details of this project is asked to 
contact: The Librarian, National Library of Talking Books 
for the Handicapped, 49 Great Cumberland Place, London 
W1H 7LH. Telephone: 01-262 1966 


Spastics Game 
Contd. from Page 7 


PATCHAM HOUSE __. 
SCHOOL, BRIGHTON: 
First Prizewinners: A. Gran- 

ville (3); -S/ Bacon (2);  E.- 

Kealey (2); B. Trewhela (2). 

Second Prizewinners: — G. 

Smith; E. Kealey; B. Trewhela. 

Third Prizewinner: G. Smith. 


- CRAIG-Y-PARC 


SCHOOL, PENTYRCH: 
First  Prizewinners: R. 

Bailey (2); D. Sherrmngton (2); 

K. Reed; R. Turner (2); D. 

Clarkson. Second Prizewinners: 

R. Bailey; K. Reed; R. Turner; 

T. Gingham (2); S. Bettinson. 

Third Prizewinners: K. Reed 

(2); P. Coff; M. Neal (2); M. 

Edgington, 

ROYAL ALBERT 
HOSPITAL, 
LANCASTER: 

First Prizewinners: A. Moss; 

M. Long (6); P. Gallagher; L. 


Atkinson. Second Prizewin- 
ners: A. Moss; R. Ritchie; 
Third Prizewiners: M. Long; _ 


R. Ritchie (3); L. Atkinson. 


BIRTENSHAW HALL 
SPECIAL SCHOOL, | 
BOLTON 
First Prizewinners : K.: 

Thornley; J. Burns. Second 

Prizewinners: K. Thornley | 

(3); D.-Mason; J. Burns; M. 

Dean, 


CAMBRIDGE RED 
CROSS SPORTS CLUB: 
First Prizewinners: G. Bid- 
well (2); D. Young (2). Second 
Prizewinner: D. Young (2). 
Third Prizewinner: G. Bidwell. 


Youthful helpers take the 


helm at Coalville’s 


themselves.” 

David reckons that on 
average he spends four to 
five hours each week on 


local group 


A SINGLE request for help with a summer fair led 

David Rolliston to such a close involvement 
with his local group that for the past two years he 
has been its Chairman. Aged 27, that makes David 
the youngest chairman of a Spastic Society local 
group in the country. And Coalville and District 
Local Group, Leicester, is obviously a firm believer 
in youth involvement because of their seven-strong 
Social Committee, most are in their teens and the 


chairman and secretary have just turned 20. 


David, who works as 
an agency administrator 
with a nation-wide mail 
order firm and is unmar- 
ried, said: ‘It was in 1968 
that I first became invol- 
ved. The founder of the 
group asked me to help 
with a summer fair and 
everything grew from 
that. I progressed from the 
social committee to the 
Executive Committee and 
then I was made chair- 
man. 

“Of course when I first 
joined I was a bit worried 
about the contact side of 
things. I’d no connection 
with handicapped people 
at all and I didn’t know 
what to expect or how to 
treat them. I was worried 
that I wouldn’t understand 
what they meant. But of 
course, now I’ve met and 
got to know them, there 
are no problems.” 

He sees his role as a 
young chairman as provid- 
ing that little bit of ginger 
to the proceedings. “I 
think there is a tendency 
with some committees 
where they are made up of 
older people, to stagnate. 
They plan the same things 
for a year ahead as the 
previous year, Committees 
have got to move forward, 
vary activities and expand 
all the time.” 


There has fortunately 


never been any friction be- 
tween youth and age in his 
own group. “They are very 
go-ahead because right 
from the start they encour- 
aged youth to join in. 

“A mistake committees 
make is to never give in- 
terested youth something 
to do. If you make them 
wait and tell them what to 
do all the time they’re like- 
ly to lose interest. The 
best thing is to let them 
get on with something 


Spastic Society work, with- 
out taking into account 
time spent going on out- 
ings. 

Financially, the group is 
happy with the Appeals 
side. Recently the local 
Darts and Dominoes Char- 
ity League presented them 
with £100, and David takes 
special pride in the welfare 
situation. “We _ haven't 
got a single spastic child 
in the area waiting to go 
to a school or centre — 
they’ve all been placed.” 

Coming up in the future 
soon is the starting of a 
creche by the social com- 
mittee so that parents of 
spastic children can leave 
their children, both the 
disabled and their broth- 
ers and sisters on a Satur- 
day morning or afternoon 
to go and do the shopping. 

David places a lot of im- 
portance on the social ac- 
tivities. “We must help the 


handicapped to lead as nor- 
mal a life as possible and 
take part in all the every- 
day things that we take 
for granted.” 

And he has some advice. 
for other groups who may 
be wondering how to get 
young people involved. “A 
lot of young people would 
like to help, but don’t know 
how to go about it. A lot 
of schools and youth clubs 
run. social action groups, 
and if you contact them 
then the whole thing will 
snowball. You'll start off 
with one and others will 
come. And the way to 
keep them is to keep them 
active, giving them plenty 
toxdo: 

And he must know, for 
his Coalville and District 
Local Group have obvious- 
ly proved his policy works. 


Youth at the helm is the 
norm of the Coalville and 
District Spastics Society, 
with most of the members 
in their ’twenties. From 
left to right: Chairman 
David Rolieston, Kevin 
Freeman, Susan Cobley, 
Carol Thompson, John 
Hill, Valerie Sumner, 
Nigel Dakin, Dawn Henn. 
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"P‘HERE are all sorts of 

reasons why people 
come to work for The 
Spastics Society — per- 
sonal knowledge of the 
handicapped or an inter- 
est in the work to be 
done. But Richard Gray, 
Head of Development, 
is unusual in that he 
-cannot remember what 


his reason was. 

Richasd, a surveyor by 
training—‘I worked my 
way into administration” 
—has been with the Soc- 
iety for 10 years. 

“I was out in Italy for 
six months with an oil 
company. Back here I 
read an advertisement and 
was interested. I came 
along never thinking I 
would join . . . but once 
inside I realised the enor- 
mous scope of the Society. 
The average person never 
realises the scope ex- 

ressed in places like 

eldreth and Thomas De- 
larue (two of The Spastics 
Society’s specialised 
schools). This, I discov- 
ered, wasn’t just a charity 
with tiny offices in a back 
street—it’s a very big con- 
cern. ; 


NOT WORK 


“And as for the work 
I’m involved in—well, it’s 
not work so much as a way 
of life. I’m charging all 
round the country — the 
problem is finding time to 
fit in all the paperwork!” 

As Head of Development 
Richard is in charge of a 
sizeable network of pro- 
jects and people touching 
on every aspect, it seems, 
of the Society’s work. 


PLANNING 


For instance: “I’m respon- 
sible to the Assistant Director, 


Services, Derek Lancaster- 
Gaye, for the planning 
schedule — a document that 


represents five years of think- 
ing in bricks and mortar.” 
Backing him up in this is 
his deputy, Norman Summers 
and four architects. “They do 
most of our work and we're 
making terrific savings. 
They've got half a million 
poundsworth of work in the 
office at the moment. Archi- 
tects charge 7 per cent which 
is a considerable amount of 
cash.” The office works on 
national projects and — also 
gives advice to local groups, 
researching and _ discussing 


their ideas. 


Then there is the Visiting 


_ Aids Centre caravan which is 


within his jurisdiction. Run 


occupational therapist on 
board, it tours England and 
Wales with all kinds of aids 
for all kinds of handicaps. 
“It’s visited by the disabled, 
local authorities and hospital 
boards. Run on a shoe string, 
it gets a lot of publicity for 
the Society.” 

Sue Adams as Aids Develop- 
ment Officer works with 


schools, colleges and universi- 
ties on developing aids for 
the handicapped and _ those 
ideas that are successful are 
marketed through the Sup- 
plies Department. 


Richard Gray 


Money is set aside for toy 
libraries and playgroups. ‘£50 
will get a toy library started 
if there are willing and intelli- 
gent mums to run it. Handi- 
capped children tire of toys 
very quickly so not only do 
they benefit from the free 
loan of toys but it gives the 


by Shirley Keene with an 


¥ 


THIS independence hostel at 
the Princess Marina Centre 
is one of the buildings de- 
signed by the Society’s archi- 
tects department. 


mums a chance to meet and 
chat and unload the strain.” 

The Supplies Department 
with Michael Mitchell and 
John Roake equip the national 
centres with all their require- 
ments such as carpets and 
lighting, and also provides a 
better buying service for 
parents. 


SUPPLIES 


“All kinds of supplies are 
sent all over the world — 
foam wedges, potty chairs — 
a huge rubber ball found 
itself on the way to Peru. 
The items are sold at cost 
to parents and we see this 
as something we must build 
up. There are all sorts of ways 
we can help. 

“For instance — adult nap- 
pies are subject to purchase 


tax. Fifty rolls of 100 yards 


of towelling were bought and 
cut up and the nappies were 
sold at cost.” / 

Two more key positions in 
the Development Department 
are held by Peter Clifton as 
Estates Officer, looking after 


the legal arrangements such ~ 


as purchasing sites and the 
maintenance of boundaries, 
and Mrs. Berit Jeffery the 


reason 


programmer. She is concerned 
with the planning schedule, 
and, like an accountant keeps 
the figures. straight and 
“makes sure we don’t stray 
too far” commented Richard. 

These then are the people 
involved in the massive work 
programme of the Society 
covered by the Development 
Department. The projects they 
are concerned with are wide- 
spread and range from new 
buildings to house the handi- 
capped, to include new ideas 
on how the handicapped 
should live. 


PROJECTS 


In the first category are 
two big projects: — 24-bed 
hostels for sub-normal chil- 
dren. “An entrance hall is 
the first sign of an institution 
so the first thing to do, since 
we don’t want to build institu- 
tions, jis to sweep away the 
entrance hall. That’s what 
we’ve done at Manchester 
and Eastbourne. The hos- 
tels are divided in such a 
way as to have _— several 
separate front doors. The chil- 
dren, who would otherwise be 
in large hospitals, will go to 
local special schools and half 
of them will be spastics. The 
local authorities have agreed 
to run the hostels and the 
whole scheme is costing us 
well over a quarter of a mil- 
lion pounds.” 

A new building on an old 
one, this time at Harpenden 
Herts, will cater for 25 adult 
spastics. 

Two old houses were bought 
and one pulled down. A single 
storey building in keeping 
with the surroundings is 
being built onto the back of 
the standing house and will 
contain single bedrooms, 


TRIED 


“Again we’ve tried to break 
down the numbers — 25 can 
still be an institution so it will 
depend on the staff.” 

A work centre will be built 
at Leavesden to employ the 
25 and will also take 12 from 
North Watford and about the 


same number from the hospi- 
tal. 

A hostel built at Grease- 
borough, Rotherham, again 
has single bedrooms and a 
farmhouse kitchen incor- 
porated in the dining room. 


Soon to start is a unit for 
diagnosis, assessment, treat- 
ment and education at Basing- 
stoke. Built on a_ hospital 
board site it will use consul- 
tants from the hospital. Chil- 
dren will come from within 
a 15 mile radius and some 
will come and go in a week 
while others will stay longer. 


HOMES 


In Cardiff accommodation 
for severely handicapped 
married couples is under way 
— there will be staff there, 
but the six couples will have 
their own homes within the 
scheme. 

Possibly one of the most 
exciting and unusual ideas in 
the pipeline is the intellectual 
commune. Half a dozen or 
80 spastic superbrains will 


AT THE White Lodge Spas- 
tics Centre, Chertsey, they 
believe in youth at the helm. 
Here is Mrs. Carol Smith 
with some of her young 
charges. 


live in a “cell” geared to 
minimise their physical limita- 
tions while allowing them to 
use their intellectual abilities 
to the maximum. It is hoped 
that they will be able to pool 
their resources and make the 
kind of living that their pro- 
fessional qualifications entitle 
them to. “It will mean a 
change in the role of house- 
parent” Richard observed. 


It will be the first ever 
spastic think-tank in the world 
and profiles of the likely can- 
didates are already being 
studied. 


Another off-beat idea is the 
possible conversion of a barge 
to give spastics the chance 
of a cruising holiday. 

“The department,” said 
Richard, “has stacks of ideas 
— the problem is money!” 


Liz Cook 


A SUNNY Sunday afternoon ‘at Eastbourne recently found 
Eileen Fowler the keep-fit expert hard at work training up the 
two sides of a cricket match in aid of charity—the SOS 


among them. 


In the best traditions of sportsmanship both teams took to 
the pitch together for their physical jerks. Among those being 
put through their paces are Mike Aspel, Captain of the BBC 
team, DJ John Dunne, and Dickie Henderson, Captain of the 


Mayors XI. 
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a series on the 


“Fighting for Dignity,” 


mother, Mrs. 


| Newspaper fights 
 erusade for 
new dignity 


THE KENT MESSENGER has recently been running 
roblems facing the disabled entitled 


One such article recently concentrated on the plight 
of Pam Prentice and her widowed mother, and criti- 
cised the Kent County Council for its seeming reluc- 
tance to help the handicapped. 

Pam is a spastic, and one of the stalwarts of the 
Maidstone Spastics’ shop. When her father died, her 
Ann Prentice, felt. forced to move 
because she couldn’t manage a full-time job and take 


mastered 
the art 
of effort 


‘THEN Andrew Berry went 
to Enfield College four 
years ago he could not write. 
Now he has a first class 
honours degree and is aiming 
for a Master of Science 
Degree in computer science. 
For twenty - two-year - old 
Andrew is one of the spastics 
who have proved that they 
can be the intellectual equal 
of their non-handicapped 
friends. 
While at a special school 
for spastics at Kent, teachers 


Pam to the spastics shop every day. Mrs. Prentice spoke slowly and he was able 
now has a financial struggle, so she applied to the to take notes on a _ special 
Pe K.C.C. for help with the telephone rental, because typewriter — but when he 
one her Breatest fears is- what would befall Pam arrived at Enfield lectures 
it she were Ul: were at a normal pace. 
The K-C.C. refused, and no reason was given. The “I had two choices open 
. Kent Messenger commented: “Mrs. Prentice seems to me,” he said “Either I 
: to be yet another to join the ranks of people needing could ask somebody to give 
help from the K.C.C. who are just not getting it. The copies of alls thee Paine a 
disabled know what they are entitled to under the ie tee ea ae” grec : 
Reromicalty Sick and Disabled Persons’ Act.” decided to master the ‘art of 
writing.” = 
It was a slow amd tedious 
task but Andrew mastered 
writing and eventually  tee- 
turers. found him “one of 
the best students we have 
ever had.” Im fact in the com- 
: ee. puter field he is considered 
siians : : a college best. 
: NEWLY-WEDS Peter and Carol Lloyd cut a special cake made for them at the Bedfont Andrew was the college’s 
' Spasties Hotel at Clacton-on-Sea, Essex, where they spent their honeymoon. Here, first spastic student but now 
; staff and friends at the Bedfont drink a toast to the happy pair. Peter and Carol are they are prepared. to consider: 
residents of the Society’s Princess Marina Centre at Seer Green, Bucks. .people with similar disabilt- 
(Photo by Alex Bareham, Holland-on-Sea) ties. 
‘ = a He has heen accepted hy 
=< Manchester University to read 
- * / See * for his M.Sc. and he hopes 
: ‘Its a strain on a Train room ie er et 
ie Doctor of Philosophy degree 
ss whieh will enable him _ te 
> when you travel _ The seat and table nearest 
the lavatory will be made re- AMES Bond will be taking 
movable to allow a wheelchair an evening off from his 
\\ | ® k aa Al Le Sees ae the space when me aes De 
. oO = 
: However, it will be several film, of course, will be the 
z I e Ca e years before these coaches are latest in 007 series, “Live and 
o 43 “1 pe ry: : operating un all major inter- | Let Die.” 
NE of British Rail’s slogans is “Let the train take the city routes. In the ieeitntes The Gala presentation of the 
_ Strain, but, as spastics who are confined to wheel spastics and others who are | film, at the Colchester Odeon, 
chairs are well aware, any travel by train 1S likely to forced to travel in the guard’s | will be in aid vf the Wakes 
be the cause of considerable stress, strain, and decided yan because of their wheel- | Hall Spasties residential cen- 
loss of dignity. chairs, have to continue to pay | ‘tre run by the Stars Organisa- 
In fact, one spastic animals,” but was “treated the full fare. British Rail say | tion for Spasties, of which 
wrote to a newspaper re- like cattle” once installed. there is no chance of reduced | Roger — Moore, the newest 
; cently complaining that Batish: Rail the deste fares on “sucial grounds.” James Bond, is Chairman. 
not only was he forced to of their new trains, have 
park in the guard’s van come up with a new-style , 
with “other freight and coach which makes cuncessions Barnstorming for cash 
3 More fu nd. S fi or All the world’s a stage, ment a barn show. There 
; amd 2 group. of ren i were eee songs and 
‘. ; : arlton, Bedford, decide recorder music, and £16 
is ° LeU eee oravelling on quite an unusual venue was raised to buy nursery 
mime Fellowship to'improve her for their recent fund rais- equipment. Here the 
mime technique and ing event on behalf of the — cheque is handed over to 
° 66 gather new ideas for teach- Bedford and District Spas- Adam by one of the en- 
Nice one, |'Thanks f Or ing the disabled this valu- | "5 Society. tertainers, Jane ‘Ritehle. 
9 g the disable is valu 
t e rapy able form of self-expres- They used a barn at om 
P = i Soin: Sales an hate gona P pas e a pert: a the 
, name eir entertain- edfordshire Times. 
oe Jack 1é our V1lew IN FEBRUARY, 1973, | z ) 
Spastics News published a 
: IKE school children | feature about dancer Gina 
? Big Jack Charlton, everywhere, Class 2 of | Levete, who teaches move- 
3 - manager of Middles- | Dame ‘Hannah Rogers | ment and mime to physi- 
brough, pushes over a pile | School used to gaze out of | cally handicapped  child- 
of pennies for spastics— | their classroom window. | ren. This article deplored 
- more than £250 worth— | They could see a rich | the fact that funds were. 
which will go to Teesside | green field with sheep and | not available for this im- 
Spastics Society. Alas, it | cattle grazing. So they | portant work to be exten- 
is almost certainly for the | were horrified one day to | ded. 
very last time in the Zet- | see the meadow torn Now the Leverhulme 
Jand Hotel, Middlesbrough. aber as a by-pass was | Trust has made a grant of 
After years of raisin ald,» . ; : £20,000 to the Westmin- 
x money for shavity. dua the With the aid of their head- | ster Group of Hospitals, 
ie . z mistress, Miss Betty Sutclige, here Mrs. Levete teaches. 
landlord, Mick Armstrong, ‘they wrote a letter saying how ae bes : = 
. a estimated the amount ran | distressed they were to see the This will enable her to in- 


at 12, Park Crescent, London, W.1, being laid, but now that it is é oer 
“se and printed (by Lawrence-Allen, | back again they thought they cally handicapped child- 
| Weston-super-Mare (Bristol United | should pay tribute to those | rem to find — common 
boat Group) in association with who are attempting. to put the ground. : Poe 
1" Mrs, ~Levete. went to | 


into thousands, the pub is 
to be demolished to mak 


way for a road. y 


Picture by courtesy of 
Evening Gazette, 
Middlesbrough. 
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field go. 

Now they have put pen to 
paper again—this time to say 
a big thank-you, for their field 
has been restored with top 
soil and seed. 

Miss Sutcliffe said: “The 
children were sorry to see the 
field go when the by-pass was 


corporate other forms of 
art inte the project and 
develop a basis of experi- 
ment and theory from 


which a teaching syllabus — 


could be formed. It is 
hoped that this would 
allow artists and thera- 
pists working with physi- 


\ Petes * oe ra 


